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Acknowledgement of Country
GenWest recognises that the land on
which we work and provide our services
always was and always will be Aboriginal
land. We pay our respects to Elders past
and present.

We proudly acknowledge the First Nations communities
across Naarm / Melbourne’s west – the Wurundjeri Woi
Wurrung and Bunurong Boonwurrung people of the
Kulin Nation. We acknowledge their rich diversity,
cultures, histories and knowledges, and the deep
contribution they make to the life of this region.

We acknowledge the ongoing impacts of colonisation,
as well as the strength and resilience of First Nations
people, and express solidarity with the ongoing struggle
for land rights, self-determination, sovereignty, and
recognition of past injustices.



A bit about us

Manar

Sexual and Reproductive Health Coordinator

Abby

Family and Reproductive Rights Coordinator
manarm@genwest.org.au

abbyh@genwest.org.au



What we do
Provide sex positive, sexuality education on topics such as gender, 

      identity, healthy relationships, safer sex and consent to communities 

Partner with local organisations 

Lead strategic work and advocacy on SRH rights 

Develop educational resources 

FARREP coordinators focus on the prevention of female genital cutting 



What is FGC?

A cultural practice that violates the human rights of women and girls.

A procedure that involves partial or total removal of female genital
organs, or other injury to female genital organs for non-medical reasons.

Australia is home to increasing numbers of women from 
      countries that practice FGC.

FGC stands for Female Genital Cutting or Circumcision.
You may have heard it referred to as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), however this is
generally not the preferred terminology when engaging communities.



What is FARREP?

Victorian state-wide health promotion program.

Works with communities who have experienced cultural
practices in their country of origin that have led to poor
sexual and reproductive health outcomes.

Delivers professional development training to health
professionals.

The Family and Reproductive Rights Education Program



Increase community knowledge about FGC and support changes to their
attitudes about the practice, to prevent its occurrence.

Increase access to timely and appropriate SRH services services by women
and girls from communities that have migrated from countries with high
prevalence of FGC.

To build the capacity, confidence, and expertise of health professionals to
understand the social, cultural, and clinical needs of women and girls who
have undergone FGC.

Use evidence-based health education to target communities and increase
their knowledge.

Program Aims



Young African Women’s Program
Provides culturally safe SRH education to young African Australian
women.

Co-designed by GenWest and young African women in Melbourne's
west.

 Empowers young African women to make informed decisions about
their SRH and rights.

Sessions are currently delivered over four weeks. Providing
education on healthy relationships, Mental health, employment and
leadership, and SRH. 



Affirmative Consent Module
Supported by Victorian Law Foundation, GenWest  and
Moonee Valley Legal Service are developing a capacity
building module for community legal educators. 

The module includes evidence-based information and aligns
with state-wide mandatory respectful relationship and
consent education.

At conclusion of the module, educators are provided with a
session plan that has been co-designed by young people,
legal educators, gender equity and SRH experts.



Module Aims

Develop an understanding of personal attitudes, values and beliefs towards sexual
health information and how this can impact on interactions with young people. 

Build confidence and capacity to engage with young people and deliver sexuality
education on the topic of sex, pleasure and the law.

Advocate for the improved standard of sex and the
law education to ensure it is comprehensive, safe
and meets the needs of young people.



The Laws



Why Pleasure?
Pleasure is a primary reason that young people have sex,
but it is often missing from sexuality education.

Underpins the discussion of consent
Challenge harmful gender stereotypes 
Reduce the normalisation of gender-based violence
Encourage respectful and healthy relationships
Increase safer sex through higher use of contraception and more
communication with partners
Increase communication, consent and inclusivity
Increase confidence, empowerment and ability to make decisions good
for health
Help people who have experienced trauma
Increase understanding of sexual rights



Ask for
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BEFORE

SRH Team

Consent and Pleasure Scale
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srh@genwest.org.au

Thank you


