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Sustainability Victoria 

Our Vision

To accelerate Victoria’s transition to a 

circular, climate resilient clean economy

Our Focus Areas

• Innovation & Investment

• Behaviour Change & Education

• Community Action
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Healthy 

Homes

Today  - Will cover 4 Campaigns

Small Acts / 

Big Impact

Circular Economy 

Community Fund
SUP-Single 

Use Plastic Ban
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Healthy Homes: 1000 upgrades

» 1000 households: western Melbourne (5 LGAs), Goulburn Valley (4 LGAs).

» Free home upgrade (up to $3,500), focus on thermal comfort and energy 

efficiency during winter.

» Insulation, draught-sealing, efficient heating, window coverings.
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What we set out to test

That improvements in thermal performance of houses for low-income 

Victorians with complex healthcare or social care needs would:

»Improve thermal comfort in winter.

»Reduce healthcare costs.

»Reduce energy costs.
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» Intervention homes 0.33oC warmer (p=0.02).

» Largest impact in the morning: 0.47oC warmer.

» Less time exposed to cold (<18oC) by 43 mins/day.

» Householder thermal comfort: intervention group more than 

twice as likely as controls to report they felt warmer (p<0.001).

Increased winter warmth
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» Intervention homes used 7.1 kWh/day less gas (p=0.005).

Reduced energy use
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» ASCOT: more social care needs met (p=0.009).

» SF-36: better mental health-related quality of life (p=0.026).

Better quality of life
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Upgrade cost: $2809.

Health saving: $887.

Energy saving: $85.

*4% discount rate.

Cost-saving within 3 years
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https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.

au/energy-efficiency-and-

reducing-emissions/building-or-

renovating/renovate-a-home-for-

energy-efficiency

What you can do:

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/energy-efficiency-and-reducing-emissions/building-or-renovating/renovate-a-home-for-energy-efficiency
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Single-use plastics ban 
- Business engagement

23 March 2023



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Sustainability Victoria 

text
SUP ban role out 

Overview of our program 

- Reuse Pilots Funds

- Business engagement 

- Encouraging reusables 

- Identified over 130 packaging 

suppliers for NRA engagement 

through our face-to-

face engagement

-
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Accepting reusables

Benefits of reusables

• Cost-effective.

• Increase customer loyalty. 

• Reduce waste.

• Free advertising. 
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Reuse 

Reusable items accepted 

Barriers to accepting reusables  

Interest in learning more about reusables  
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Success stories
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Council Assets
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What you can do:
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What you can do:
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What you can do:
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Circular Economy 
Communities Fund (CECF)

Heather Willison – Acting Team Lead

Community Incentives
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Program Targets

80 tonnes of waste 

diverted from landfill

30,000 participants 

adopt positive 

behaviour change

12,000 volunteer hours

Invest in 6 local jobs

• $5.4 million in grant 

funding

• 100% in-kind co-

contribution

• Waste reduction

• Social impacts
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Projects need to deliver one or more of the 
following objectives:

Reduce waste generation

Reduce organic or non-organic material going 
to landfill, by re-purposing through local 
community initiatives

Reduce the sources of plastic pollution, litter 
and illegal dumping

Boost Victoria’s economy through local 
circular economy initiatives, helping 
businesses to grow in new ways, and creating 
new jobs

Program Objectives
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Share & Repair
36%

Community Garden
19%

Food Rescue/Organics
15%

Plastics
10%

Mixed/Unique
8%

Textiles
3%

Education
6%

General Recycling
3%

62 projects across two funding 
rounds

Stream 1: Local Community 
Projects - $25,000 - $59,000

Stream 2: Regional Community 
Projects - $60,000 - $250,000

Project Types


